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there so many years ago. Of course, this is the same concern everywhere in our nation.

This conversation with him and others brought to mind why I had left the church in 1979.
Our short ministry at OKBC had highlighted two glaring weaknesses: 1. Our first child was born
while we were there and I realized I needed some instruction on having a Christian Home. 2.
Shortly after our arrival I was faced with the reality of the “spiritual warfare” and I was not
prepared. Even at this last visit members of the church still sense a spiritual bondage over the
village. When we left Pratt in 1979 I went to two Christian colleges looking for courses of
instruction in these subjects. They didn’t exist. At least I couldn’t find them.

It was the Lord that had made me aware of these needs. He had an answer. The Lord
directed us to be tutored by Pastor J. Paul Reno of Bible Brethren Church in Hagerstown, MD.
When we arrived he had just begun a series of messages on the “Christian home” for the Sunday
morning services, and in the evening service he was speaking on the “spiritual warfare.” We
spent two very influential years being further prepared for the ministry by this dear pastor.

In the face of growing opposition to the Gospel and multiple layers of satanic
strongholds, where is “Hope?” It is sandwiched between “Faith” and “Love.” “For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” Do I |
believe this? Do you believe this? We can pray in Faith claiming this promise. “For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood.” These poor, spiritually dead, blind and bound sinners pull at our
hearts to Love them to Christ. Yes — we have Hope! The Sovereign Savior is still calling
Lazaruses to “come forth.” Pray for the Lord to embolden our Prayers and Witness!

Two years after Sharon and I concluded our studies under Pastor Reno, he wrote “7o
Fight Or Not To Fight” and Revival Literature published it as part of the Christian Efficiency
Course. It is a brief forty-six-page booklet on the spiritual warfare. A single copy is $4.00, which
includes shipping. Please contact me or call our office to order.

I’'m out of room to write. Thank you for your prayers and support.

Love in Christ,

Ben & Sharon I Thess. 5:24
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